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SECRET CARACAS 0454 

EXDIS 

FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS-3 

TAGS: EGEN, RH, PDEV 

SUBJECT: ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND 

REF: STATE 003648 


Message Text 


1 . I SAW MINISTER PEREZ GUERRERO THIS AFTERNOON 
(JANUARY 14) AND MADE APPROACH PER REFTEL. MINISTER 
SAID HE WAS PERSONALLY QUITE SYMPATHETIC TO THIS 
CONCEPT BUT THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO TALK TO PRESIDENT 
PEREZ. HE NOTED THERE HAS BEEN RECENT DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT PEREZ FOR PROVIDING 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE ABROAD AT A TIME WHEN SURPLUS 
REVENUES ARE DISAPPEARING. HE THOUGHT, HOWEVER, THAT 
THIS WAS A SPECIAL CASE WHICH THE PRESIDENT WOULD WANT TO 
CONSIDER CAREFULLY. HE HOPED TO HAVE THE PRESIDENT'S 
REACTION WITHIN A FEW DAYS. 
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